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SUBJECT: UCR CALLS FOR EARLY ELECTIONS 

1. HIGHLIGHT OF YESTERDAY S MEETING BETWEEN INTERIM PRES LUDER 
AND UCR LEADER BALBIN (SEE SEPTEL) WAS LATTER'S SUGGESTION 
THAT ELECTIONS BE SET FORWARD TO NOVEMBER 1976, THOUGH 
INAUGURATION WOULD REMAIN IN MAY OF 1977. LUDER INDICATED 
ONLY THAT MATTER WOULD BE STUDIED, BUT THERE IS A GOOD DEAL 
OF SENTIMENT WITHIN PERONIST AS WELL AS WITHIN UCR RANKS FOR 
HOLDING ELECTION IN LATE '76 RATHER THAN IN MARCH OF 1977. 

2. IDEA OF SETTING ELECTIONS FORWARD HAS BEEN DEVELOPING FOR 
PAST TWO WEEKS. UCR'S MOTIVE IS CLEAR AND COINCIDES WITH 

B ALB IN'S INSISTENCE THAT ARGENTINA WILL GET TO ELECTIONS EVEN 

IF WITH CRUTCHES AND A PACEMAKER. UCR BELIEVES THAT INEPTNESS 

OF PERONIST GOVERNMENT SINCE DEATH OF GEN PERON PROVIDES UCR 

WITH EXCELLENT CHANCE OF WINNING NEXT ELECTIONS. BALBIN 

PERFECTLY UNDERSTANDS, HOWEVER, THAT GIVEN VACUUM, ECONOMIC 

PROBLEMS AND UNCONTROLLED TERRORISM, CHANCES OF GETTING THROUGH 

TO ELECTION OF 1977 ARE NOT GOOD. HENCE, HE WISHES 

TO SET THE ELECTION CALENDAR FORWARD. THIS WOULD 

MEAN NOT ONLY THAT ELECTIONS WOULD BE HELD SIX MONTHS 

EARLY, BUT THAT THEY MIGHT BE CONVOKED BY THE END OF 

THE YEAR. UCR SOURCES POINT OUT THAT NO COUP IS LIKELY 

TO TAKE PLACE DURING THE INITIAL STAGES OF AN 

ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. IN SUM. UCR BELIEVES CONSTITUTIONALISM 
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FORWARD. UCR SOURCES ADMIT, HOWEVER. THAT CHANCES OF GETTING 
THROUGH EVEN UNTIL NOVEMBER OF 1976 WOULD BE PREDICATED ON 
ASSUMPTION THAT MRS. PERON DOES NOT RETURN AND TRY TO RUN 
THE SHOW HERSELF. EITHER SHE MUST STAY ON LEAVE AND LET 
LUDER RUN THE SHOW, OR SHE MUST RETURN AS PURELY FIGUREHEAD 
PRESIDENT AND ALLOW ROBLEDO AND CAFEIRO TO RUN IT. IF 
SHE TRIES TO TAKE REIGNS OF POWER HERSELF, THEY SAY, 

"EVEN THE CRUTCHES AND PACEMAKER WON'T HELP." 

HILT. 
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